THE SCHOLAR’S MOTHER’S TONGUE 
1. State the challenge the learned Pundit posed to King Akbar's court. 
Ans- ​The learned Pundit, who had mastery over many different languages, challenged everyone at the court to name his mother tongue. Since he could speak so many languages fluently, he believed no one would be able to find out what his original language was.

2. ​Describe the method Birbal used to find out the Pundit's mother tongue. 
Ans- Birbal went to the pundit’s room when the pundit was asleep. He whispered and tickled his ears and the pundit half awake cried out words in his mother tongue."
3. ​Explain the reasoning Birbal gave to King Akbar about why the Pundit cried out in his mother tongue. 
Ans- ​Birbal explained to King Akbar that "in times of difficulty, a person speaks only in his mother tongue." He reasoned that when the Pundit was suddenly woken and tickled, he instinctively cried out the words that came most naturally to him, which was his mother tongue, Telugu.
4. Suggest one moral or lesson you learned from the story, and justify your answer with a brief reference to an event in the chapter.
Ans- The lesson I have learned is that- one should not be excessively proud about his/ her own abilities as it may lead to humiliation. 
         The learned pundit was sure that nobody could identify his real mother tongue but when Birbal tricked him and found his real mother tongue,  his arrogance was shattered. Therefore,  it shows that a true mastery doesn’t require loud declarations. 

